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TAGS: PINS, GR 

SUBJECT: IO ANNIN A TWENTY-SEVEN GET STIFF SENTENCES 
REF: ATHENS - 4406 

1. SPECIAL COURT MARTIAL IN IO ANNINA FOUND ALL TWENTY- 
SEVEN DEFENDANTS IN ARIS VELOUCHIOTIS CSE GUILTY OF 
FORMING ALLEGEDLY PRO-COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION WITH THE 
INTENT TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. THOMAS MANOPOULOS, 25, DESCRIBED BY PROSECUTION AS 
LEADER OF THE ORGANIZATION, WAS SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT. STUDENTS A LEX ANDROS PAPAZACH ARIAS, 26, AND 
EV ANGELOS PAPACHRISTOU, 19, AND SPRIDON GOUNARIS, 34, A 
BLACKSMITH, WERE EACH SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS IMPRISONMENT. 
THE OTHER TWENTY-THREE DEFENDANTS, MOST OF THEM STUDENTS, 
WERE SENTENCED FROM FIVE MONTHS TO FOUR YEARS, 

ALTHOUGH TWELVE OF THESE HAD THEIR SENTENCES SUSPENDED 
CONTINGENT ON GOOD BEHAVIOR FOR THREE YEAR PERIOD. 

3. COMMENT: GIVEN RELATIVE YOUTH OF ACCUSED AND 
PAUCITY OF STATE EVIDENCE AT LEAST AS PUBLISHED IN 
NEWS ACCOUNTS, SENTENCES APPEAR SEVERE. CONVICTIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 04497 151858Z 

CAN BE EXPECTED TO MAKE IMPRESSION, AS PROBABLY 
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INTENDED BY GOG, ON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND YOUTH 
THROUGHOUT NATION, FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AVEROFF 
REMARKED TO EMBOFF THAT DEFENDANTS WERE CLEARLY 
PRO-COMMUNIST. 

TASCA 
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